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Introduction 

With the end of the USSR, the Central Asian states 

(Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan) 

became independent. The definition of their borders, territories and 

capitals dates back to Soviet times. This means that they were set 

according to a Soviet vision and not a national one. So even today, 

border and ethnic issues generate instability in this region. The civil 

war (1992-1997) is still present in people's minds and its 

consequences stay relevant today. 

Tajikistan’s geographic location and its borders, especially 

with Afghanistan, Pakistan and Xinjiang make it a transit zone for 

drug trade, arms trafficking and illegal migration. Terrorism also 

finds there a favorable zone of transit and development. Managing 

and securing borders is a key challenge for Tajikistan as well as for 

Russia and China. 

Russia and China both aim to stabilize and secure Tajikistan 

and Central Asia more broadly. Russia needs this stability and 

security because it fears an overflow of this instability and the 

development of terrorist movements towards its borders. As a major 

destination market for drugs from Afghanistan, Russia is seeking to 

strengthen cooperation with Tajikistan on border security and the 

fight against drug trade. China, for its part, needs a stable Central 

Asia to allow the development of its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 

project and the deployment of financial investments, particularly in 

road and energy infrastructure as well as the exploitation of natural 

resources. Tajikistan, on the border with Xinjiang, allows China to 

open up this landlocked and unstable region to foreign markets and 

an economic development, which would also promote its stability. 

Russia and China are present in Tajikistan and both share the 

same vision of non-interference in Central Asian states. Their aim is 

to develop security and the economy without interfering in the 

internal affairs of states. Russia is present in security and defense 

and China in financial investments. Thus, the defense of Tajikistan 

is ensured by the Russian armed forces, the construction of transport 

and energy infrastructure as well as administrative buildings benefit 

from Chinese investments. The exploration and exploitation of oil 

fields and gold mines in particular are also mainly financed by 

China, whose profits accrue to it up to the level of its investments. It 

holds more than half of Tajikistan's debt. 

Russia on the one hand and China on the other, Tajikistan, 

weakened since its independence by civil war, finds itself militarily 
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and financially dependent on these two states. With the risk of water 

reduction due to climate change, the repayment of debts, the 

prospect of depletion of mineral deposits, agricultural 

mismanagement, unemployment, corruption, Tajikistan finds itself 

in the difficult situation of having to find prospects of financial 

income to develop its economy and at the same time pay off debts 

while ensuring internal stability. 
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I. Strategic Area in security mater 

Institutions - military presence 

Multilateral structures such as the Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS), the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

(SCO), the Collective Security Treaty Organization (OTSC), the 

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)) and 

the Central Asian Economic Union, created after the end of the 

USSR, and of which Tajikistan is a member, allow the new Central 

Asian states to develop multilateral diplomacy, security cooperation 

and economic integration. Note that Tajikistan is not a member of 

the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) but has applied for 

membership. 

Since the establishment of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization in 2001, Tajikistan has been one of the member states. 

This non-Western multilateral structure allows regional coordination 

of stabilization actions. It is an important platform for 

counterterrorism cooperation in the South Asian region, and its 

regional counterterrorism structure could, according to Russian 

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, be used “to develop practical 

measures to reduce influence of ISIS in Afghanistan and to prevent 

it from spreading to Central Asia”.1 

The CSTO, an organization responsible for combating terrorism 

and extremism, drug and arms trafficking as well as illegal 

immigration and organized crime, organizes joint military exercises 

between member states and intervenes in support when needed by 

one of them. Tajikistan has recently reiterated the importance of the 

Organization in the fight against terrorism and extremism, drug and 

arms trade, organized crime, illegal migration and human 

trafficking.2 In this context, Russia offers aid to Tajikistan, to deal 

with threats from Afghan territory. Cooperation in the Afghan 

conflict is a crucial element and its resolution is a goal to be achieved 

as well for Tajikistan than for Russia and China. The interests 

underlying the need for stabilization of the region, however, differ 

for each of these states. China has published the yellow book, in 

which experts note that the influence game of the great powers in 

Central Asia is intensifying.3 

 
1 BHADRAKUMAR M. K., « La Russie et le Pakistan se rapprochent dans les nouvelles conditions de la 

guerre froide », lesakerfrancophone.fr, 26.02.2018. 
2 YULDASHEV Avaz, “Le Tadjikistan a partagé une vision pour le développement futur de l'OTSC », Asia-

Plus, 08.10.2020. 
3 HUBERT Pierre-François, « Le Livre jaune, un regard chinois sur l’Asie centrale », Novastan.org, 

22.09.2020. 
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Tajikistan hosts Russian forces and military installations since the 

USSR. Russia did not withdraw them following Tajikistan’s 

independence. Thereby, in Dushanbe and Bohtar, is stationed the 

201st military base (composed of approximately 7,000 men) which 

is the largest Russian military formation outside its borders and 

which according to an agreement signed in 2012, will be present 

until 2042. A Russian air base, located in Ayni, aims to ensure 

surveillance of Tajik air space because the equipment of the 

Tajikistan air force is modest. In the south, Russia has deployed a 

border guard unit at the Moskovskiy airfield. This unit's mission is 

to secure the border with Afghanistan and to combat drug and arms 

trafficking. Finally, in Nurek, Russia installed a space control center 

in December 2014. 

France had installed in Dushanbe, after the attacks of September 

11, 2001 and as part of the international military intervention in 

Afghanistan, a logistical support point armed by the Air Detachment 

(DETAIR). This operated until 2013, when the French forces' 

mission in Afghanistan ended.4 

China, which until recently had no military presence in Tajikistan, 

has built a military base, according to a Washington Post reporter on 

February 18, 2019. This base is located very strategically in the 

region of Gorno-Badakhshan, 10 km from the Wakhan corridor, a 

narrow part of the Afghan territory surrounded by Tajikistan, China 

and Pakistan. This area is part of the Chinese project China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) which itself is an element of the BRI. 

Boarder security - drug and arms trafficking- terrorism 

Tajikistan’s geographic location and its borders with 

Afghanistan, Pakistan and Xinjiang make it a key area in security 

matter. Drug trafficking, arms trafficking, clandestine migration and 

terrorism find there a favorable area for transit and development. 

Managing and securing borders is a key challenge for Tajikistan as 

well as for several states such as Russia, China and Uzbekistan. 

Russia fears a destabilization of the Central Asian region and its 

transformation into an area difficult to control. It has always paid 

special attention to its southern border with South Asia which is 

highly vulnerable to any destabilization. Russia and Tajikistan are 

today partners in the fight against drug trafficking and the fight 

against extremist movements. Both have the common aim of uniting 

their forces to achieve a peace and security solution in the region. 

 
4 French Ministry of Defense, « Afghanistan : dissolution du détachement air de Douchanbé », 29.10.2014. 
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This stability is essential for Russia in its goal of increasing its 

influence in South Asia and securing its southern border. 

Since 1991, traffic from Afghanistan has shifted throw Central 

Asia towards Russia and Europe.5 Russia is the recipient country of 

about a quarter of the drugs produced in Afghanistan, which 

experienced significant production during the Second Afghan War. 

There are two main heroin trafficking corridors between 

Afghanistan and Russian markets: the Balkans and the Northern 

Route. The latter mainly crosses Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan (or 

Uzbekistan or Turkmenistan) to Kazakhstan and Russia. Traffic by 

this road is easy because the borders in this region are porous and 

corruption allows even passage of the most controlled areas. 

Within the framework of the NATO-Russia Council (NRC), a 

training project in the fight against drugs and against illegal drug 

trafficking was launched in 2006. This project, implemented in 

partnership with the United Nations Office against drugs and crime 

(UNODC), aims to train special agents in the fight against drugs, 

mainly from Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, the Kyrgyz 

Republic, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. It’s «a unique project, which 

brings together source countries, transit countries and target 

countries for training for drug enforcement officers».6 This drug 

trafficking generates corruption among officials and gives rise to 

mafia networks well established in the structures of public 

administration.7 

Uzbekistan and Tajikistan share the same fear related to their 

border with Afghanistan, namely the spillover of internal instability. 

Conscious of the need to combine their forces, Uzbekistan and 

Tajikistan carried out their 3rd joint military exercises against 

extremist and anti-terrorist Islamist movements. 

In terms of security, fight against terrorism and drug trafficking, 

Tajikistan has also developed cooperation mechanisms with 

Afghanistan to achieve a regional approach. In 2005, a friendship 

treaty and bilateral agreements were signed.8 Subsequently, the two 

states agreed to strengthen bilateral efforts and the establishment of 

 
5 HOHMANN Sophie, « The Narco traffic in Central Asia: Geopolitical Stakes and Social Impacts», La 

Revue Internationale et Stratégique, n°64, 2006/20907, pp. 111-121. 
6 Site Internet de l’OTAN. 
7 HOHMANN Sophie, « The Narco traffic in Central Asia: Geopolitical Stakes and Social Impacts», La 

Revue Internationale et Stratégique, n°64, 2006/20907, pp. 111-121. 
8 GUERIN Frédérique, « Tadjikistan 2005 : Entre optimisme et désillusion », dans Le Courrier des pays de 

l'Est 2006/1 (n° 1053), p.188. 
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a Tajik-Afghan Commission for Security Cooperation.9 

China is also working with Tajikistan for border security. This 

collaboration firstly serves its own interests, which are the security 

and stability of its territory in the face of the threat of terrorism and 

extremist movements. China fears a destabilization of Xinjiang by 

movements linked to international terrorism such as the East 

Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), a Uyghur independence 

organization. In this context, it has been leading joint 

counterterrorism operations with Tajikistan since 2016. China must 

be careful not to offend Russia with too much involvement in the 

security of the region due to Russia's historic dominance in this 

domain. 

Aware of its dependence on Russia in terms of border defense, 

Tajikistan is seeking to diversify its cooperation. He turned to the 

West and thus obtained financial support from the European Union 

and Great Britain. The funds collected are mainly allocated to the 

fight against drug trafficking and the management of migratory 

flows. The United States has also been actively engaged with the 

Tajik government on this issue.10 

Tajikistan, since its independence, needs to resort to the armed 

forces of foreign powers to ensure its security. Due to a lack of 

financial resources and in view of the internal instabilities that have 

weakened it for many years, Tajikistan cannot currently envisage 

autonomy in this matter. In exchange for foreign investment, 

armaments or military support, it accepts the presence of military 

bases on its territory. 

Internal stability 

An important point to keep in mind is that the independence of 

the Central Asian states is due to the collapse of the USSR and not 

the consequence of political or popular demands. This means that 

suddenly, unexpectedly, these new states had to deal with the 

opening of their markets, political transition and the loss of the 

protection of the Soviet system. Tajikistan quickly found itself 

destabilized in front of this situation. He has experienced internal 

instability and the birth of conflicts mixing several ideological, 

religious, border and ethnic factors. Riots and deadly clashes at the 

end led to a civil war in 1992. The post-communist and pro-

 
9 BOBOKHODZHIEV Muso, « Le Tadjikistan et l'Afghanistan vont créer une commission conjointe de 

sécurité », Asia-Plus, 18.09.2020. 
10 GUERIN Frédérique, « Tadjikistan 2005 : Entre optimisme et désillusion », dans Le Courrier des pays de 

l'Est 2006/1 (n° 1053), pp.179 - 193.  
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government forces, supported militarily by Uzbekistan and Russia, 

were involved there against an opposition, regrouped in 1993 under 

the name of United Tajik Opposition (UTO). UTO was made up of 

the Islamic Renaissance Party (IRPT), Rastokhez (Renaissance), the 

Democratic Party of Tajikistan (DPT) and Lali Badakhshan (Rubis 

de Badakshan). 

The signing of a «General Agreement on Peace and National 

Reconciliation» under the aegis of the United Nations, Russia and 

Iran marked the end of the civil war. This agreement named 

Emomali Rahmon as head of state. Due to these years of conflict and 

lack of stability, Tajikistan has never been able to develop a real 

national army and has since turned to Russia for its dependence-

dependent defense. 

In terms of political transition, very few changes have taken 

place. Emomali Rahmon has been since Independence, reelected in 

all the elections that took place in 1999, 2006, 2013 and 2020. The 

political elite still in place today is mainly from the Soviet 

nomenklatura favoring the maintenance of an authoritarian political 

system and a corruption that plagues the entire state apparatus. In 

2015, the IRPT, the last opposition party, was classified by the 

government as a terrorist organization. Therefore, Tajikistan is a 

one-party state and should in principle no longer be considered as 

democratic. The president’s authoritarianism was bolstered by the 

2016 referendum which designated him « leader of the nation» and 

granted him a life presidency with criminal immunity extended to 

his family. In the field of the economy, the transition with its 

inadequate management of resources has generated inflation, a high 

unemployment rate, organized crime, an increase in inequalities and 

poverty. 

Internal stability is also weakened by ethnic and clan tensions as 

well as border conflicts. The regions of Sughd, near Uzbekistan, the 

Ferghana Valley, and the Gorno-Badakshan region are areas with 

separatist or ethnic tensions. The same goes for the enclave of 

Vorjuk, which is experiencing tensions between Tajik and Kyrgyz 

populations. 

The stability of Tajikistan depends on these multiple factors. The 

presence and investment of foreign powers in Tajik territory is a 

factor in mitigating the risks of political, social and economic 

instability. 
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II. Crossing area of the Chinese belt and road 

initiative (BRI) 

The Chinese BRI project has a maritime and a land part. The 

latter is made up in particular of the China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) which aims to link Xinjiang to Pakistan. This 

project will allow China rapid access to the Arabian Sea without 

having to cross the South China Sea and the Strait of Malacca, an 

area with high risk of piracy. It will also allow China an outlet for its 

goods in the Arabian Peninsula and access to the Middle East. 

Russia, as well as the Central Asian states, will also be able to 

access the Indian Ocean through these routes. « Greater South Asia 

has become a geo-economic concept based on economy and energy, 

roads and railways, ports and pipelines, and Pakistan is the center of 

this connectivity through CPEC. »11 

The Russian Eurasian Union project doesn’t enter in conflict 

with the Chinese BRI project because one is an integration project 

and the other an infrastructure project. In this context, an agreement 

on coordination was signed in 2015. Russia considers it necessary 

that a division of tasks in this region is respected: Russia could 

provide security and China the infrastructure.12 

Connecting area with Xinjiang 

Tajikistan shares a border with China through the province of 

Xinjiang. This western province is strategic for China because of its 

large reserves of oil, natural gas and coal. Its soil is also rich in rare 

earths and mineral deposits. Another important element for China, 

this region is geographically and culturally close to the countries and 

populations of Central Asia, an area with which it needs to come 

closer within the BRI project. 

Xinjiang's economic development is an important issue for China 

as well as its connection with Central Asia. This requires job creation 

and a better connection with surrounding states by developing 

infrastructure and businesses. China aims through this economic 

development to improve the stability of the region. This is essential 

for the implementation of the BRI project as well as for the safety of 

workers and infrastructures working on this project. In this 

 
11 ESCOBAR Pepe, « L’Afghanistan occupe une place centrale dans le nouveau grand jeu », 

mondialisation.ca, 05.12.2018. 
12 KASOUEVA-JEAN Tatiana, « Les nouvelles routes de la soie chinoise : quelle place pour la Russie ? », 

IFRI, 03.10.2017. 
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perspective, China is gradually deploying its area of influence in the 

states crossed by the project (see map below). 

The map below shows the opportunities provided to China by the 

deployment of the CPEC. 

 

    
Source : https://www.asie21.com/2020/04/16/chine-pakistan-islamabad-reprend-la-main-

sur-le-corridor/ 

 

Thus, in the structure of the quadrilateral cooperation and 

coordination mechanism of the BRI project, and which also includes 

Pakistan, China and Afghanistan, Tajikistan is positioned as a key 

player for China. This structure aims to guarantee the good 

cooperation and coordination of the actors involved in the CPEC 

project.13 

Xinjiang is also an area in which China deploys significant 

military and border guard assets to ensure regional stability and 

combat terrorist and extremist movements as well as organized 

crime. This region faces a potential risk of returning fighters who 

had joined the ranks of extremist movements to their countries of 

origin. 

With the opening of a military base in Tajikistan, China is 

gradually expanding its sphere of influence into an area considered 

by Russia to be its near abroad and therefore particularly sensitive. 

China provides assistance in strengthening security structures in the 

region and direct support by armed forces. Tajikistan sees this as a 

diversification of the Russian military presence and could use it as 

part of negotiations with these two states. 

 
13 SUKHANKIN Sergey, « The security component of the BRI in Central Asia, Part two: China’s (para) 

military efforts to promote security in Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan  », Academia.edu, 12.08.2020. 

https://www.asie21.com/2020/04/16/chine-pakistan-islamabad-reprend-la-main-sur-le-corridor/
https://www.asie21.com/2020/04/16/chine-pakistan-islamabad-reprend-la-main-sur-le-corridor/
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Economic development and foreign investments 

The economy of Tajikistan mainly consists of the following 

sectors of activity: agriculture, in which about half of the active 

population of Tajikistan works, industry, mainly of aluminum and 

textiles as well as services including transfers of Tajik’s migrants 

funds in Russia. 

Agriculture accounts for around 28% of GDP in 2017. Tajikistan 

exports cotton and agricultural products. However, this field of 

activity encounters major difficulties: a lack of fertile land (large 

areas of land are degraded due to bad agricultural practices), limited 

access to quality seeds, poorly developed or even absent 

infrastructure and the difficulty in accessing funding. According to 

the Aga Khan Development Network, in 2018, «24% of the country's 

households suffered from food insecurity.»14 It is difficult to 

encourage the economic development of a state when a large part of 

the population has to deal every day with this insecurity. Climate 

change will over time further exacerbate this situation which will 

require special attention from the government. 

Apart from agricultural products, Tajikistan mainly exports 

aluminum and textiles. The industry accounts for around 25% of 

GDP in 2017. Remittances from Tajik workers who migrated to 

Russia represent a significant part of GDP, around 40%. The 

economy of Tajikistan is therefore heavily dependent on these 

remittances.15 

Foreign direct investments are mainly in the aluminum, cotton 

and energy sectors. They amounted for the year 2019, to USD 

212,809,731which represents only the half of the year 2015 (USD 

454,012,320) (see appendix 1). 

To overcome its economic fragility, Tajikistan, aware of the need 

to attract foreign capital, has drawn up a national development 

strategy 2016-2030 which notably provides for an increase in the 

attractiveness of foreign investment through privatization programs. 

The drawbacks for foreign investors, who could be reluctant to 

invest, are the lack of transparency of privatization programs and the 

corruption that takes place in public procurement processes. 

According to the « 2020 Investment Climate Statements» report, 

Tajikistan received the shares of foreign investments, out of the 

following total investments: 

 
14 Aga Khan Development Network. 
15 French Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs.  
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        Source : https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-investment-climate-statements/tajikistan/ 

China, the leading foreign investor, is expanding its influence in 

the region through financial investments and the opening of 

Confucius centers. Today, Chinese has become the most studied 

foreign language in the Central Asian region. Since 2007, and more 

specifically within the BRI project, Tajikistan has benefited from 

Chinese investments to finance the rehabilitation of road networks 

and energy transmission. A very important Chinese gas pipeline 

project, the Line-D gas pipeline, is under construction. It will 

connect Turkmenistan to China via Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and 

Kyrgyzstan and is expected to supply around a quarter of China’s 

gas imports.16 In addition, almost all of the cement production 

currently benefits from Chinese investments. The exploration and 

exploitation of mines is also a domain in which China invests as well 

as oil. 

Russia is also an important economic player in Central Asia 

mainly for historical reasons. It invests in particular in the field of 

natural resources, heavy industry and infrastructure. The United 

States, on the other hand, sees Tajikistan as a difficult state to invest 

in. “Bureaucratic and financial obstacles, widespread corruption, a 

largely inoperative banking sector, an opaque tax system and 

countless company inspections seriously hamper investors”. 17 Other 

foreign investors in Tajikistan, the Islamic Development Bank which 

has undertaken to finance road infrastructure and Saudi Arabia 

which has offered to participate in the financing of the Rogun 

hydroelectric plant and the construction of 66 schools as well as 2 

universities.  

Foreign investors also participate in the financing of public 

buildings, government and military administration buildings and 

 
16 DAVI Eugénie, « Sécuriser les Nouvelles Routes de la Soie : quelles implications militaires ? », 

Observatoire français, Nouvelles routes de la soie, juin 2020. 
17 CHORSHANBIEV Payrav, « Le département d'État américain considère le Tadjikistan comme un pays à 

haut risque mais prometteur pour les investisseurs », Asia-Plus, 21.09.2020. 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-investment-climate-statements/tajikistan/
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infrastructure, which are essential structures to the state functioning. 

Even farmland is coveted by Chinese investors. In fact, the latter rent 

plots of land for periods of around 50 years. 

Economic relations with Russia 

Russia has historical ties with Tajikistan. In 2004, it cancelled 

Tajikistan’s debt to it in exchange for military and economic deals. 

An important source of income for Tajikistan, about a third of the 

GDP, comes from the remittances of migrant workers in Russia. Due 

to knowledge of the language and historical connections, part of the 

male population migrates to Russia for better paid jobs than in 

Tajikistan. With the current health situation, these incomes are 

strongly impacted downwards because they are dependent on the 

price of the ruble, border closures and layoffs linked to the activity 

decline. The inflows are therefore sharply reduced this year 

impacting significantly the economy of Tajikistan. 

Trade relations between Russia and Tajikistan are still marked by 

their history, the majority of Tajikistan's imports in 2018 came from 

Russia (31% of total imports). Next come China (19%) and 

Kazakhstan (17%) (see appendix 3). The imported goods are 

hydrocarbons, vehicles, machinery and mechanical and electrical 

devices. When it comes to exports, Tajikistan does not have 

important relations with Russia. It exports mainly to Turkey, 

Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. These are minerals which are 

predominantly zinc and lead, cotton, aluminum and precious metals. 

On the market of armaments, Russia is the main, and almost 

exclusive, arms supplier to Tajikistan (see annex 5). With the 

opening of a first military base in Tajikistan, China could gradually 

extend its influence also in the field of defense and armaments at the 

risk of hurting Russia. 

Like China, Russia is extending its soft power in Tajikistan 

through the creation of Russian-speaking schools. “The Russian 

World Fund and Rossotrudnichestvo (State agency, public funds) 

promote Russian language and culture and organize academic 

exchanges and scientific collaborations”.18 

 
18 MAUREL Margaux, « Russie – comprendre son positionnement face aux Nouvelles Routes de la Soie – 

perspective historique », Observatoire français Nouvelles Routes de la Soie, 30.09.2020. 
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III. Coveted natural ressources 

Tajikistan has natural resources. He owns silver, gold, uranium, 

tungsten and petroleum, among others. The benefits drawn from its 

resources have increased sharply since 2010 (see appendix 4). 

Water, also known as blue gold, is a valuable natural resource 

for Tajikistan. Like it, the Central Asian states are heavily dependent 

on water supplies for their economic development. Indeed, the 

activities carried out throughout history are water consuming 

activities: cotton and rice cultivation, hydroelectricity, non-ferrous 

metallurgy (aluminum, gold, copper).19 

Water 

 

A mountainous region with numerous glaciers, Tajikistan is 

considered the water tower of Central Asia. This natural resource is 

highly coveted by the Central Asian States, made up of two groups: 

the “upstream” countries, Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan, are located at 

the source of the rivers (Amou-Daria and Syr-Daria) and those 

“upstream”, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan are crossed 

by these rivers (see appendix 6). 

Uzbekistan needs water to irrigate the huge expanses of cotton 

fields it cultivates for export during the summer, which requires 

storing this resource during the winter. Tajikistan, on the other hand, 

in order to operate its hydropower plants, requires water to be stored 

in summer so that it can be used in winter for hydropower 

production. Faced with their different water needs, conflicts arise 

between these states. This phenomenon is aggravated by climate 

change and the decrease in snow cover on the mountains as well as 

the retreat of glaciers, resulting in lower quantities of available 

water. This summer, given the low level of the rivers (about 50% of 

its usual volume), the Nurek power station had to reduce its 

electricity production. Tajikistan has indicated that it has interrupted 

electricity supplies to Uzbekistan and Afghanistan.20 

Tajikistan must develop solutions to cope the electricity needs of 

the population and industry, to which he isn’t yet able to respond. To 

do this, since the 1960s, he has built hydroelectric power stations 

 
19 NIZAMIEVAbdurašit, « Amélioration de la politique de l’eau en Asie centrale », Cahiers d’Asie 

centrale [En ligne], 25 | 2015, mis en ligne le 22 décembre 2016. 
20 GUILHEM Elie, “Tadjikistan : l’hydroélectricité à la peine, les pays voisins s’organisent”, Regard sur l’est, 

05.08.2020. 
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such as Kaïrakkoum in the Sugd region, Nurek near Khodjent, 

Sagtuda, located about 55 km from Dushanbe, and Rogun which has 

partially started up. Initially, between 1972 and 1979, Tajikistan 

commissioned the Nurek dam, which had already been planned 

during the USSR era. This is part of a project involving two other 

hydropower plants located on the Vakhsh (tributary of Amu-Daria), 

Sangtuda and Rogun. Russia is providing the majority of the 

investment for its construction in exchange for setting up a 

permanent Russian military base in Tajikistan. Iran joined in 2015 

the Sangtuda-2 hydropower plant construction project which was 

completed in 2011. This plant supplies power to Tajikistan, Pakistan, 

Iran and Afghanistan. Iran, in return for its investment, will receive 

the income for 12 years before the power plant becomes the property 

of Tajikistan by 2023. In 2016, the Dushanbe-2 thermal power plant 

was completed. This is a joint project between Chinese Energy 

Company TBEA and Tajikistan. The big majority of the project, 

around USD331 million out of the total cost of 349, was financed by 

TBEA. In return for this investment, TBEA received the concession 

to develop the Upper Kumarg mine located in northern Tajikistan. 

Suspended for a long time, the construction of the Rogun plant 

restarted in 2016. Today, two of the six turbines are in operation. 

The challenge linked to the completion of this dam is to make it 

possible to supply the energy essential for the development of the 

aluminum industry as well as to sell its electricity to Pakistan and 

Afghanistan becoming so an energy exporter. This project should 

eventually allow the construction of factories and provide jobs. The 

weight of the debt linked to the construction of this dam recently led 

the Tajik authorities to change the law to allow the privatization of 

Rogun. 

Oil and gas 

Tajikistan contains oil in its soil (see appendix 8), but the 

quantities do not allow it cope its energy needs. It is therefore an 

importer of energy resources, of which around 90% of its 

hydrocarbon needs comes from Russia and around 95% of its gas 

from Uzbekistan. 

Since the Soviet period, explorations and drilling of the subsoil 

of Tajikistan have been carried out and many fields or oil deposits 

have been discovered. After Tajikistan’s independence, 

management of the oil industry, which came under the power of the 

Tajik energy ministry, deteriorated sharply. Profits from this activity 

have fallen (see appendix 10). Finally, in 2013, the Canadian 

company Tethys Petroleum, which carried out exploration activities 
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in the Tajik basements, announced the discovery of significant oil 

and gas reserves in the south of the country. China, which is 

prospecting in Tajikistan, has set up its subsidiary China Petroleum 

Engineering & Corporation (CPECC) there. 

An agreement has been concluded between Total, China National 

Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) and Tethys Petroleum which 

allocates to each one a third of the production of the Bokhtar gas 

field whose reserves are estimated at some 27.5 billion barrels of oil 

equivalent and which according to Total is «considered one of the 

most prolific in the world».21 Eventually, in 2015 Tethys withdrew 

from the deal. Chinese and French investors have a license for 25 

years during which all the products (oil and gas) belong to them. The 

Tajik state will receive nothing during this period. 

Ores and gold 

«According to official data, Tajikistan is rich with 137 gold mines 

with sufficient reserves for industrial production and 127 mines with 

non-industrial capacities.»22 Gold mining and processing is on the 

rise in Tajikistan to the point where some experts estimate its stocks 

could be depleted within 35 years. According to the National 

Geological Information Fund of Tajikistan's Subsoil, 4 companies 

were working in this branch of the industry in 1991 compared to 29 

today.23 

Chinese companies are heavily invested in mining for gold and 

other minerals in Tajikistan. The Tajik government, in exchange for 

the investments made, authorizes the exploitation of gold mines until 

the amounts invested are repaid. For example, the Chinese company 

Kashgar Xinyu Dadi Mining operates the Yakjilva silver mine in 

Murghab district. TBEA, on the other hand, has the rights to exploit 

the gold mine at Soghd in exchange for the construction of the plant 

and Pakrout, owned by China Nonferrous Gold Limited, operates the 

gold mines at Vahdat. «In 2018, the Chinese company TBEA also 

obtained the licenses to exploit the Douobat and VerkhnyKoumarg 

fields in Ayni province after building a thermal power station in 

Dushanbe.»24 German investors have shown interest in exploiting 

the Sangvoribolodans gold deposit in the central-eastern Sangvor 

district. 

 
21 NOE Jean-Baptiste, « Total en Asie Centrale : enjeux stratégiques et éthiques d’un bon développement 

industriel », Conflits, 30.09.2019. 
22 CORNET Aniela, « Quand l’or du Tadjikistan s’épuise », Novastan.org, 26.08.2020. 
23 Ibid. 
24 HUBERT Pierre-François, « La Chine partout présente au Tadjikistan », Novastan.org, 04.05.2020. 
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Although the mining of metals and precious stones is carried out 

in the majority of cases by foreign companies, almost all of the gold 

production is purchased by the Government of Tajikistan and the 

National Bank of Tajikistan (NBT). Indeed, gold mined from Tajik 

soil must be offered first to the Government and cannot be sold to 

other buyers without this step. The Government seeks by this 

practice to build up foreign exchange reserves and to maintain the 

rate of the national currency. However, it doesn’t keep all of it, part 

of it is sold on the international market, which saw world gold prices 

increase in 2019. 

Tajikistan also has deposits of rare metals, tantalum and niobium. 

These metals are used in fields such as atomic energy, rocket 

construction, and medicine (tantalum is not released by the human 

body). Its transformation is costly which will certainly, for lack of 

means, force the Tajik government to turn to foreign companies. 

Deposits of precious stones are also part of the riches of 

Tajikistan. The spinel, a deep red color, also called "tears of blood" 

is a stone used for royal crown jewels and ruby from Tajikistan 

whose Gharan deposit is located on the Afghan border. 
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Conclusion 

Tajikistan due to its geographical location represents a strategic 

area for foreign powers. On the one hand, Russia, maintains its 

influence there on a historical basis by considering it as its close 

foreigner with whom it has privileged relations. Thereby, Russia 

canceled the debt that Tajikistan owed to it in exchange of 

maintaining its military presence until 2042. Russia keeps a military 

and border security presence in Tajikistan, mainly in the fight against 

drug trafficking and weapons as well as the fight against extremist 

movements. Given Tajikistan’s modest defense resources, it has few 

alternatives to the Russian presence, although for a few years, 

following the attacks of 2001, it had opened its territory to European 

bases, but which withdrew a few years later. Another element of 

influence are Tajik migrants working in Russia. These represent an 

important source of financial support for Tajikistan but also 

represent a lever of influence for Russia through the potential threat 

of withdrawing authorizations for these workers. 

On the other hand, China, which sees it as a key area for the 

passage of its BRI project and an opening for its landlocked area of 

Xinjiang. Its presence in Tajikistan is currently mainly financial 

through investments in transport and energy infrastructure. Chinese 

companies are also strongly present in the field of the exploitation of 

mineral and gold resources, from which they exclusively receive the 

benefits up to the level of their investments. In the case of 

infrastructure, China reserves the right to the exclusive use of built 

infrastructure. Moreover, the labor used for construction work is not 

Tajik, they are Chinese workers who come to Tajikistan. The latter, 

deprived of significant profits, finds itself heavily in debt with more 

than half of the foreign debt held by China. 

Over the next few years, Tajikistan will see a large part of the 

profits from its natural resources go into the « pockets» of foreign 

investors. Considering that the number of foreign exploitation 

companies increases and that the reserves of its natural resources are 

limited, once the debts will be repaid Tajikistan risks not being able 

to benefit from its natural resources for long. In addition, due to 

climate change, it is possible that the hydropower plants deployed 

on the rivers will not be able to produce as much electricity as 

expected, generating a loss of the expected benefits. 

Faced with these dependencies, and the poor income prospects 

that could allow economic and military development, the question 

arises of the room for maneuver and the possibilities available to 

Tajikistan to distance itself from these two great powers.
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Appendix 

Appendix 1 : Tadjikistan, foreign direct investments (BDP, $ US curant) 

 

Source : Databank banque mondiale 

Appendix 2 : Import - exports - Tajikistan- 2005 to 2018 (million USD) 

 

Source : https://www.tresor.economie.gouv.fr/Pays/TJ/le-commerce-exterieur-du-tadjikistan-en-

2018#:~:text=Le%20Tadjikistan%20exporte%20en%20majorit%C3%A9,et%20appareils%20m%C3%A9caniques%20et%2

0%C3%A9lectriques 
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Appendix 3 : imports from Tajikistan - States of origin - 2018 

 

 

Source : https://www.tresor.economie.gouv.fr/Pays/TJ/le-commerce-exterieur-du-tadjikistan-en-

2018#:~:text=Le%20Tadjikistan%20exporte%20en%20majorit%C3%A9,et%20appareils%20m%C3%A9caniqu

es%20et%20%C3%A9lectriques. 

 

Apendix 4 : Tajikistan - Total benefits from natural resources (% of GDP) 
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Apendix 5 : Tajikistan's arms imports - State of origin - in millions of USD 
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Appendix 6 : Schematic map of the Aral Sea basin - the two main rivers Syr-Darya and Amu-

Darya 

 

 

   Source : https://dievolkswirtschaft.ch/fr/2019/05/bonvin-06-2019fr/ 

 

Appendix 7 : CASA 1000 - route of the region's power supply project - position of Tajikistan's 

hydroelectric power stations 
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Appendix 8 : Proven oil reserves (quantities of oil that one is sure to be able to extract) in 

barrels - extracted for comparison 

Pays Pétrole - réserves prouvées (barils) Année 

Iran 157,200,007,168 2019 

Iraq 148,799,995,904 2019 

Russie 80,000,000,000 2019 

Kazakhstan 30,000,001,024 2019 

Chine 25,629,999,104 2019 

Azerbaïdjan 7,000,000,000 2019 

Turkménistan 600,000,000 2019 

Ouzbékistan 594,000,000 2019 

Pakistan 332,200,000 2019 

Kirghizistan 40,000,000 2019 

Géorgie 35,000,000 2019 

Tadjikistan 12,000,000 2019 

Afghanistan 0 2019 
 

•  

 

 Source : Index Mundi - https://www.indexmundi.com 

 

Appendix 9 : CrudeOil Production (BBL / D / 1K) - Tajikistan 

 

 

https://www.indexmundi.com/
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Appendix 10 : Oil profits (% of GDP) - Tajikistan 

 
Source : Banque mondiale - databank 

Appendix 11 : Gas profits (% of GDP) - Tajikistan 

 

 

 

Source : Banque mondiale - databank 
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